
Phase I Decision Tree

1. Is the Veterinary
Medicine Product (VMP) 
exempt from the need 
for an Environmental 
Impact Assessment 

(EIA) by legislation and/
or regulation?

2. Is the VMP a natural
substance, the use of

which will not alter the
concentration or 

distribution of the 
substance in the 

environment?

No

STOP

Yes Yes

3. Will the VMP
be used only
in non-food

animals?

4. Is the VMP intended
for use in a minor

species that is reared 
and treated similarly 
to a major species for 
which an EIA already 

exists?

No

STOP

5. Will the VMP
be used to treat
a small number
of animals in a
flock or herd?

6. Is the VMP
extensively

metabolised
in the treated

animal?

YesYes

No

No

Yes Yes
No

7. Is the VMP used to
treat aquatic or terrestrial 

species?

No

Aquatic Terrestrial

8. Is entry into the
aquatic environment 

prevented by disposal 
of the aquatic waste 

matrix?

14. Is entry to the
terrestrial environment 

prevented through 
disposal of the 

terrestrial waste 
matrix?

STOP

9. Are aquatic
species reared in a 
confined facility?

15. Are animals
reared on
pasture?

16. Is the VMP
an ecto- and/or
endoparasticide

10. Is the VMP an
ecto- and/or

endoparasticide?

17. Is the
predicted

environmental 
concentration (PEC) 

of the VMP in soil 
<100 μg/kg²?

No

YesNoYes

11. Is the environmental
introduction 

concentration (EIC ) of 
the VMP released from 
aquaculture facilities 

<1 μg/L?

18. Do any
mitigations
exist that   
alter the 

PEC?

STOP

12. Do data or
mitigations

exist that alter 
the EIC aquatic?

19. Is
recalculated 

PEC < 100 
μg/kg²?

Phase II
Tailored to address issues of concern

13. Is recalculated
EIC aquatic

<1 μg/L?

No

No

No

No
No

No No

Yes Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

YesYes

No

Yes

Yes

Safeguarding health of 
farm animals
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